122.   AN EXPLANATION
Some Mussalman friends of Delhi have been to me and ex-
pressed their surprise at my saying in Young India of August 21 that
there was a Mussalman organization at the back of the desecration
of Hindu temples and that these desecrations were unprovoked. The
friends tell me that my statement about organization has been
interpreted to mean an organization on behalf of Mussalmans as a
community, and that about provocation to mean provocation of any
kind whatsoever. I told my visitors that by an organization I did
not mean an organization formed or instigated by the Mussalman
community, but an organization of some individuals* I had no
data to say how many.
These friends told me, as Hakim Sahib and Maulana Mahomed
Ali had told me on my arrival in Delhi, that they knew of no
such organization and that, had there been any, they should know
it. I told them that, whilst their repudiation shook my confidence
in my statement, I was not prepared to dismiss from my mind the
idea of an organization of the kind mentioned by me. So many
informants, including Mussalmans, had told me about it before the
recent desecrations. When they happened, I could not but come to
the conclusion that they were not the chance work of frenzy, but
that they took that particular shape by reason of organized insti-
gation. I should be glad to find that I was totally mistaken, and as
soon as I was convinced of my error of judgment, I should readily
make the needed correction. It has been suggested that the organi-
zation might well be from a Government agency. I said I was not
prepared to deny the Government's share in these disturbances.
I should certainly not be surprised to discover that the directing
mind was Government agency.
As for provocation, the Young India writing, I told my visitors,
quite clearly showed that I had referred to provocation in kind.
It says, "Presumption is against such provocation. The desecration
in Multan was an unprovoked act. I have been trying to find proof
for the allegations about Hindu desecration in the places referred to
in my article on Hindu-Muslim tension, but I have failed to receive
any proof in support of them."
My visitors produced before me a Hyderabad journal which is
said to hold that there was such Hindu provocation. If it could be
proved, whilst I would still hold under every conceivable circum-
stance desecration of temples and equally of mosques to be un-